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INTERGRAF

Intergraf General Assembly in Athens on June 12th 
Intergraf invites Member Federation Directors and their Presidents, Associate Members as well as Intergraf Board Members to participate in Intergraf’s Annual General Assembly, which will take place on Friday June 12, 2009 in Athens, Greece. The agenda and registration form has been sent out to the invited participants by e-mail. The meeting documents will be circulated in due time. The Conference hotel is situated in the centre of the city of Athens:

Electra Palace Hotel*****

18-20, N.Nikodimou Str, Athens
http://www.electrahotels.gr/electra-palace-athens/index.html
The Greek Association and Intergraf have taken care to block rooms in the hotel. As June is a busy season for the hotel we would kindly ask to receive the filled-in registration forms by May 1st 2009 at the very latest.
Participants are kindly invited to bring their partners to Athens and there will be a programme organised for partners on Friday as well as an excursion on Saturday for everyone. The details of the excursions have not yet been finalized. We will communicate a more detailed programme to you in the coming two weeks. 

We are looking forward to seeing you in sunny Greece!

Posteurop innovation seminar on 30 March

We would like to invite you to attend a seminar on innovation, on behalf of the members of the European Mail Industry Platform (EMIP). The EMIP is a new network including actors in the mail industry value chain, which Intergraf is part of. The initiative will soon be launched with a separate website, where you will be able to find more information.

Posteurop took the initiative for the seminar on innovation which will take place in Brussels on 30th March 2009. Please find more information below and the full invitation and programme on the website of Posteurop. The participation fee for the seminar is €150. We encourage you to also invite your member companies.

The seminar

At a time when the whole economy is facing unprecedented challenges and when our industries is under such pressure from the market and competitors, companies need to develop new revenue streams, improve efficiency and reduce costs.

In this difficult context, actors in the framework of the European Mail Industry Platform (EMIP) have come together and identified that the ability to innovate was critical for future development and sustainability.

Key questions that will be addressed:

• How to structure an organisation so that innovation can happen and flourish? (Structure in terms of reporting lines, directors, managers etc…). Innovation process.

• What in your organisation may be hindering innovation?

• How to promote innovation in your companies? The need for an innovation strategy. Who are the enablers?

• How to create a culture that does not kill good ideas?

About EMIP 
EMIP is the joint initiative of key stakeholders in the European mailing industry to:

• stimulate growth in mail channel revenue

• make mail more effective

• remove cross border differences and barriers

• ensure the right perception of the contribution of mail

The platform joins all key stakeholders in the written communication value chain from the production of the paper via transport, printing, sorting and delivery to the “openability” of mail and the mail moment until the handling of waste. In order to realise its objectives, EMIP builds on key players in the European Mail Industry.

For more information go to www.posteurop.org/is
Running INTERGRAF Enquiries

	Member projects
	Intergraf is collecting information on member projects in different fields. The objective is to collect all projects in one document (to be database), in order to see where synergies can be created. The document is continuously updated and available for download on the Intergraf extranet under “00. Member projects”. Send your information about new projects to mflink@intergraf.eu 



INTERGRAF Calendar

	Meetings 2009

	March
	27
	EEEI Final European Conference – Wuppertal, Germany

	March
	30
	EMIP Innovation seminar – Brussels, Belgium (www.posteurop.org/is) 

	April
	1
	Social Working Party Meeting – Brussels, Belgium

	June
	11
	Intergraf Board Meeting – Athens, Greece 

	June
	12 – 13
	Intergraf General Assembly – Athens, Greece 

	August
	31 – 1 Sep 
	Intergraf Directors’ Conference – Sweden 


Please see the Intergraf website for a list of worldwide events and exhibitions in the printing industry.
EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs – Gain new business experience!


Are you thinking about setting up your own business or are you already a successful entrepreneur? If so, Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs could be for you. This is a new European exchange programme financed by the European Commission, aimed at helping new entrepreneurs to acquire relevant skills for managing an SME by spending time working in another EU country with an experienced entrepreneur.

This EU programme facilitates access to new markets and the search for potential business partners. Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs further enhances networking between business people and SMEs. It also allows experienced entrepreneurs to develop new commercial relations and find out more about opportunities in another EU country.
Who can participate? 

· New entrepreneurs who are firmly planning to set up their own business or have already started their own one within the last three years. 

· Experienced entrepreneurs who own or manage an SME in the EU.
Read more: www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu  

Comissioner Verheugen on the impact of financial crisis on 
EU manufacturing

In February 2009, Commissioner Verheugen (Enterprise and Industry) released an information note summing up the current situation of the EU manufacturing and construction industries in the current financial crisis. The output in many sectors has been hit very hard, and in November 2008 the manufacturing output was down 8.2% compared to the year before, which is the sharpest decline in several decades. At the same time, the publishing and printing sector showed a decline of around 5%, and pulp and paper products a decline around 7%.

Manufacturing exports to non-EU countries were down 11%. Exports in publishing and printing was down 12.2% from 2007, however the decrease between 2006 and 2007 had been similar at 11.5%. Exports of pulp, paper and paper products was down a total of 19.3%, which is remarkable considering it had grown by 2.1% the previous year. 

The automotive and basic metal sectors are currently the most affected, with difficult access to finance and long-term credits particularly for the larger companies. The note also warns that further effects of the crisis will be seen during 2009, particularly in the New Member States, where the effect has been somewhat delayed. 

There is a severe risk of a revival of protectionism which could pose additional challenges to the manufacturing sectors. In the document, there are several examples of third countries which have put up protectionist measures, such as VAT reductions on exports or import fees, especially in the automotive and steel sectors.

Various member states have introduced sector specific measures in response to the crisis. Roughly 300 measures have been reported to the Commission so far. The measures’ focus is on automotive and construction sectors. Examples are incentives for scrapping old cars, tax reductions on new constructions, support to home-owners and first-time homebuyers.

ENVIRONMENT

New research on environmental impact of google searches.

Performing two Google searches from a desktop computer can generate about the same amount of carbon dioxide as boiling a kettle for a cup of tea, according to new research. The physicist Alex Wissner-Gross of Harvard University who will soon publish his research on computing and the environment, says that “a Google search has a definite environmental impact.” According to his research, a typical search on Google generates 7g of CO2.  

Considering the size and number of the company’s data centres around the world, and the millions of searches taking place every day, the researchers say there is reason for concern. As has been reported previously, other research has shown that the global IT industry generates as much CO2 emissions as global air transport, which is 2% of the world’s CO2 emissions.

Wissner-Gross also criticises Google for not performing very energy efficient searches. When searching in their databases, speed is prioritized, and the tool therefore searches on several servers competing against each other. This raises the energy consumption. Google, however, argues that it is among the most energy efficient of all internet search providers. 

It is also highlighted by some experts that a lot of internet and computer use, is adding energy consumption that might not otherwise happen. Examples of this are blogs, twitter, Second Life etc. A lot of people are using this simply for entertainment, adding it to the rest of their leisure activities. The boom in such services has a significant carbon cost.

Source: http://technology.timesonline.co.uk
Read more:

http://technology.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/tech_and_web/article5489134.ece 

http://www.lesoir.be/la_vie_du_net/actunet/que-coute-en-co2-une-2009-02-09-689431.shtml
EEEI projects finalizes with European Conference 

On 27th March, the concluding European Conference of the European Energy Efficiency Improvement (EEEI) project for the Graphic Media Industry will take place in Wuppertal, Germany.
The EEEI project started in January 2007 and aims the target group of SME's in the Graphic Media Branch. The project was initiated by Energy Experts International B.V. in Huissen in The Netherlands and is co-financed by the Intelligent Energy Europe Programme of the European Union. 

The main objective of the EEEI project is to remove barriers for SME's in the European Graphic Media Industry to energy efficiency by making energy use and costs visible and promoting reduction of energy use and costs of SME's. 

The full programme and registration form is available on the website: 
http://www.eeei.de/mail/ 

14 Substances of Very High Concern identified by ECHA member states
At its meeting in Helsinki of 7 and 8 October 2008 the ECHA (European Chemicals Agency) Member State Committee unanimously agreed on the identification of 14 Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC) that may become subject to authorisation. One additional substance was already identified as SVHC without Member State Committee involvement as no comments were provided during the public consultation. These 15 substances will be included in the ‘Candidate List’ which will be published on the ECHA website.

Executive Director of ECHA Geert Dancet stressed that “these 15 are only the first substances of very high concern identified through the formal process. The EU Member States and ECHA are preparing new proposals and the Candidate List will thus be updated”.

Intergraf is aware that some member federations had been consulted by their national authorities; however Intergraf made no comments at European level. 

More information is available on: http://echa.europa.eu/ 

GENERAL NEWS

Children’s books printed after 1985 not restricted on lead components in the United States
The Consumer Product Safety Commission has outlined its enforcement policy for the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act, which took effect on Tuesday, February 10 2009. While consumer products for children 12 and under cannot contain more than 600 parts per million of lead in any accessible part, the Commission said it would “not impose penalties against anyone for making, importing, distributing or selling” a list of specified products, including “an ordinary children’s book printed after 1985.”
The Commission says it will not prosecute makers or sellers of these products even if they are found to contain higher-than-permissible lead levels, as long as they did not knowingly sell unsafe products. These rules, announced last Friday, will remain in effect until the Commission takes further action—such as exempting “ordinary” books entirely.
The Association of American Publishers welcomed this exception saying it was the first Directive which will help dealing with the issue retroactively. The AAP and the publishing industry will continue to push for a full exemption for ink-on-paper and ink-on-board books.
Source: www.publishersweekly.com 
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