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INTERGRAF

From Paper to Publishing – Creating value for Europe
Save the date – 29 September 2009 18:00

Associations from across the paper value chain announce a High-Level Discussion Forum in the European Parliament demonstrating the valuable role paper continues to play in modern Europe. This event will be hosted by MEP Dr Jorgo Chatzimarkakis.

The Forum will be followed by the European Paper Recycling Award 2009. A photography exhibition on paper recycling will run concurrently from 28 September to 2 October. 

More detailed information and the full programme will be sent out after the summer holidays, but please note the date in your calendars already now!

See the information note on: http://www.enpa.be/images/Files/save_the_date_29092009.jpg 
General Assembly in Athens addressed the economic downturn

The General Assembly of Intergraf was this year hosted by the Greek printers’ federation SEMEE in Athens on 12 June. The participants shared information on the current economic situation in their countries, which have all been affected by the economic downturn, and how this is impacting the graphic sector. The meeting was a success with 17 of 22 Intergraf member federations present. 

Member federations were given the opportunity to report on the current economic situation in the printing sector in their countries. As a result of the financial crisis and the following economic downturn, the printing industry in Europe is seeing falling volumes. All members confirmed that the sector is suffering and many companies are taking measures such as reduction of staff and cutting working time. Other consequences are difficulties in financing investments, bad debts and increased price pressure. Many printers’ federations are taking measures to support printers, as well as responding to falling membership. 

The report on economic trends in Intergraf member countries is available on the Intergraf extranet communities “General Assembly” and “Economy, Competitiveness and Statistics”.

“I was very happy to see so many of our members from all over Europe present at our General Assembly in Athens. Beside the formalities of such a meeting, I personally felt that the exchange of information and ideas between members was very interesting and motivating. In times like this, it is very important to create opportunities for a high-level discussion. This could help us find the way out of the difficulties which the printing industry is experiencing today” commented Håvard Grjotheim, President of Intergraf. 

The meeting also included reports on developments in Intergraf activities. Highlights during the year included the work on an action plan for the industry in cooperation with the European Commission, made public in May this year. The Young Leaders in Print conference in Barcelona in November 2008 was another important event gathering young printers from all over Europe. The Security Printers Conference and Exhibition in Stockholm this year was a success with over 900 participants. Intergraf has also launched a website for the Printing Standard Network, giving information on standardization in print in Europe.

Participants enjoyed a diverse social programme during the three days, including an excursion to historic sites in the surroundings of Athens. The General Assembly 2010 will be held on 11 June in Sofia, Bulgaria.

A press release about the General Assembly was published by Intergraf on 23 June. 

Intergraf Directors’ Conference in Stockholm 31 August  – 1 September 

The details of the Directors Conference, concerning the agenda and the general and social programme, have been sent out by e-mail to Directors of Intergraf member federations. 
The participation form, or on-line registration on the Intergraf website, needs to be filled in and returned by 20th July 2009 at the latest.

Concerning the agenda we would like to draw attention to suggested preparations from Directors’ side:
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The first item requires input from all participants: 
“Outlook into the latest turnover and employment developments, as resulting from the crisis and tentative forecasts”.

Since a detailed exchange of information on economic trends in the recent period, 2008 and beginning of 2009, already took place at the General Assembly in Athens, the objective is to look at expected developments and forecasts.  We are therefore inviting you to collect that prospective information and send it to Intergraf at least two weeks in advance of the event. 

The next item: “Brainstorming debate into expected challenges for Printing Federations” will be introduced by Maurice Wicky and Fons Bakkes.  Participants will be invited to report on the state of development or discussions on this subject in their country. 

The item on “Labour relations : review of significant developments in member countries” is as usual intended to start with a round the table input from the participants.  Regarding the general documentation for the meeting we remind you of the enquiries on labour issues, as in our mail dated 26.05.09. 

On Tuesday there is the usual exchange of information on “Developments in initiatives and projects of Member Federations” which is also based on an inter-active debate.

For more information, do not hesitate to contact Beatrice Klose, Anne-Marie de Noose or Martina Flink at Intergraf.

Running INTERGRAF Enquiries

	Member projects
	Intergraf is collecting information on member projects in different fields. The objective is to collect all projects in one document (to be database), in order to see where synergies can be created. The document is continuously updated and available for download on the Intergraf extranet under “00. Member projects”. Send your information about new projects to mflink@intergraf.eu 


	Social issues 
	Update of the annual enquiry on labour cost, working hours, wage categories and results of negotiations. Enquiry was sent by e-mail to Directors on 26th May. Replies are expected back by 31st July to Anne-Marie de Noose.



INTERGRAF Calendar

	Meetings 2009

	July
	3
	Intergraf CO2 Task Force – Brussels, Belgium 

	
	8
	PSN Communication Task Force – (phone conference)

	August
	31 – 1 Sep 
	Intergraf Directors’ Conference – Stockholm, Sweden 

	September
	29
	Print Media Group “From Paper to Publishing” – Brussels, Belgium

	October
	12-13
	Intergraf Bookbinders meeting – Wiesbaden, Germany

	November
	23-24
	Printing Standard Network Expert Meeting – (location tbc)


Please see the Intergraf website for a list of worldwide events and exhibitions in the printing industry.
EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Economy, employment and climate main priorities of Swedish EU Presidency
On 1st July 2009, the Czech Republic passes the EU Presidency to Sweden, after some turbulent six months. The exchange is reported to be a relief for EU capitals and the Brussels administration. The Czech Presidency encountered quite some difficulties, following the collapse of its government half-way through the term. 

In its recently published work programme, the Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt announces that the two major challenges of the EU will be to emerge from the economic crisis in a stronger position and to take responsibility for the threat of climate change. The Swedish Presidency also faces working with a newly elected European Parliament and appointing a new Commission. 
"The most important thing is to ensure that we are able to gather the EU together to respond to the challenges that people care about and where strong European cooperation can make a difference. Together we must deal with the financial crisis and tackle the rising unemployment that is currently affecting the whole of Europe. Together we must also do our bit and bring together the whole world to tackle climate change. These two priorities will dominate our Presidency," said Fredrik Reinfeldt.

Economy and employment

The ambition of the Presidency is to restore confidence in the financial markets, combat negative impact of the crisis on growth and employment and create long-term solutions for sustainable growth, employment and open markets. It will also promote good budgetary discipline and to regain order in Member States’ public finances.
Focus will be on returning people to work to limit unemployment. Measures in the labour market policy include better adjustment and mobility in the internal market, increased skills development and more entrepreneurs. Important for small businesses is better regulation and access to capital. Long-term reforms are important, to facilitate adjustments and the establishment of new companies and employment opportunities.
Better supervision and regulation on the financial market in order to foresee future risks is also a priority for the Presidency, therefore setting up a new supervisory structure and a European body for this purpose. 
Climate change
The Presidency recognises the challenge of climate change, requiring long-term measures in all parts of society. It confirms the targets set by the IPCC to reduce emissions by 25-40 percent by 2020. The Presidency’s most important objective is to lead the EU towards a new international climate agreement at the UN meeting in Copenhagen, December 2009. 

How the industrialised countries can reduce their emissions, limiting emissions from growing economies and financing adjustments to be made in developing countries are the main problems to be solved. 
Good health
The programme also includes measures relating to good health.  These measures are however more related to the good health of citizens and social policies than to health and safety in the work place. The objectives are full employment for both women and men and reduced exclusion.  

Competitiveness
Implementation of an economic recovery plan will continue during the Swedish Presidency. This will facilitate the transition into an eco-efficient economy and a strengthened Single Market. The programme emphasises the importance of a Single Market in the EU. Recommendations will be made to create partnerships with Member States to fully implement the Single Market. 

For more information about the work programme of the Swedish EU Presidency, go to:

http://www.se2009.eu/en 
China IPR helpdesk one year on

Since its launch in May 2008, the China IPR Helpdesk set up by the European Commission has provided free advice to thousands of businesses across China and Europe. The Helpdesk routinely answers China IPR questions from across Europe, produces business tools for developing IPR value and managing risk in China in 6 languages, and delivers IP workshops in the EU and China to SMEs on the China IPR issues that are important to them. Find more information, advice and case studies on the on-line portal of the Helpdesk. 
Helpdesk Highlights May 2008 – May 2009

· Launch of the Solution Centre and Case Study Catalogue, which comprise a series of online resources where SMEs can learn from the experience of other European businesses in China, investigate what they can expect to encounter in taking their business to China, and access expert advice.

· Publication of expert written materials on China IPR for SMEs. These guides focus on incorporating IPR best practice into your business strategy, IPR tips for specific industries and IPR protection and enforcement strategies. These are all available online and have been distributed through partner organisations across Europe.

· Co-ordination of training seminars and workshops for European SMEs with current or planned business in China. From online IPR protection seminars in Prague, to Medical Equipment IPR training in southern China, Helpdesk experts have trained thousands of SMEs on how to avoid common IPR pitfalls and make the most of their assets. 

Source:

China IPR Helpdesk www.china-iprhelpdesk.eu 

ENVIRONMENT
Council of the European Environment Ministers held in Luxembourg on 25th June 2009 – Revision of the Industrial emissions Directive, IPPC

This Council meeting was expected with great interest by all European stakeholders interested in EU legislation on industrial emissions, since decisions to be taken will deeply influence all major European industrial installations, including in the printing industry.  

After some three years of consultations, hot debates and controversies, the reached political agreement is a cornerstone in the subsequent adoption of a common position concerning the so-called “recast of the directive on integrated pollution prevention and control” (IPPC).  
For the printing industry the “recast” means that the IPPC and SED (Solvent Emissions Directive) are now grouped together under a single piece of legislation.

The original IPPC Directive was adopted in 1996 and seeks to prevent and control pollution of the air, water and soil resulting from emissions from industrial installations. It regulates emissions of a wide range of pollutants including sulphur and nitrogen compounds, dust particles, asbestos, heavy metals, and VOCs resulting from the use of solvents.  The directive is aimed at improving local air, water and soil quality.  Emissions of carbon dioxide are however not covered by IPPC.  Pollution from large combustion plants (LCPs), i.e. power plants as well as combustion installations, e.g. in oil refineries, was a key issue in the revision process. 

Under the current provisions of the directive, authorities could take into account the technical characteristics and location of the installation concerned, as well as local environmental conditions, when drawing up emission limits. 

The recast envisages a more prominent role for BREFs in order to reduce the scope for national authorities to deviate from BAT in individual industrial permits. It was indeed one of the Commission's main concerns in the revision of the legislation to grant a greater role to the Best Available Techniques Reference Documents (BREFS) with only limited scope to deviate from the BATs when handing out permits to their industries.  

The procedure for adopting BREFs will now be revised.  Excerpts from the BREFs, so-called BAT conclusions, will be adopted through the "comitology" procedure. Once a new BREF has been issued, relevant permits must be updated within five years.   Industry circles were very critical towards this new procedure of settling BAT conclusions since it reduces the scope for input from the industry.  The full text of the BREF will be available in all official EU languages, i.e. not only the executive summary.

The European Commission’s proposal for a new text clearly showed that the objective was to tighten the flexibility included in several provisions.  The Commission believes this flexibility is being abused. Indeed, although member states were given eight years (until October 2007) to ensure that their existing industrial installations are fully compliant, according to the Commission, only 50% of installations in the EU have been granted permits so far.

The Commission found allies in Germany, France, Denmark and Austria in demanding stricter rules for deviating from BATs.  After the Netherlands switched sides, and a bloc of MS, headed by the UK and Italy and including many new member states, won assurances that there would be more flexibility in the new system.  The compromise reached on 25th June would still allow member states to grant operators permission to exceed the set emission limits in specific cases where the technical characteristics of the installation, geographical location and local environmental conditions.  Concessions were also made about deadlines for LCP installations.

The compromise rejects many of the amendments adopted on 10th March by the European Parliament at a first-reading position.  MEPs had for instance called for a "European safety net", involving legally-binding minimum emission limit values not to be exceeded by any installation in order to avoid widespread exemptions.  

It should be noted that Intergraf was particularly active about detailed technical aspects of VOC management, and our input in ensuring coherence between IPPC and SED was accepted.

The directive, reshaped by the Council, will now return to the European Parliament during the autumn for a second reading, where it is expected to be set for a rocky ride.

Speaking on behalf of industry circles, BusinessEurope, the EU employers' organization towards which Intergraf is also contributing, congratulated the Environment Ministers for reaching a balance between competitiveness and environmental protection, which they claimed was better than the original DG ENV draft. "The revision of the IPPC Directive must strike a difficult balance: stimulate its implementation while preserving its key principles and cost-effectiveness. The Commission's proposal did not manage to do this. Luckily, the Council has reached a well-crafted compromise on which institutions should build."

Finally it should be noted that the original proposal also included proposed provisions on soil protection, with possible impact on the printing industry.  In the course of debates the plans were directed to a specific directive establishing a framework for the protection of soil. 

On 25th June, the Presidency briefed the Council on progress concerning such a Directive.  While the European Parliament delivered its opinion in first reading in November 2007, the Council has not yet reached political agreement on this dossier. Several delegations regretted this fact and expressed the need for a Community instrument, whereas others reiterated their opposition to such common measures as well as their concerns in relation to compliance with the subsidiarity principle, administrative burdens and cost-effectiveness. Soil has not, to date, been subject to a specific common protection policy at Community level. 
GENERAL NEWS
Newspaper associations merge and create WAN-IFRA
The World Association of Newspapers and IFRA, the leading international associations for print and digital news publishing, have merged into a new organisation, the World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers (WAN-IFRA).
The combined new organisation will represent more than 18,000 publications, 15,000 online sites and over 3000 companies in more than 120 countries. WAN-IFRA is dedicated “to be the indispensable partner of newspapers and the entire news publishing industry worldwide, particularly our members, in the defence and promotion of press freedom, quality journalism and editorial integrity, and the development of prosperous businesses and technology.”

The mission statement of the organisation can be found at http://www.wan-ifra.org 

The merger, which becomes effective on 1 July, has been approved by the membership of the two organisations. The new organisation will maintain the two current headquarters in Paris, France, and Darmstadt, Germany.

Espresso Book Machine launched in London


It has been called the most revolutionary development in books since Gutenberg invented the printing press 500 years ago, and could revolutionize the way books are produced. 
The Espresso Book Machine (EBM) will print, bind, and trim a 300-page paper back book in less than four minutes with a high speed printer model. Production cost is claimed to be £0.01 per page and minimal human intervention is required for operation. Its US proprietor On Demand Books describes the machine as an “ATM for books”. 
The machine has been installed at a branch of the book publisher and store Blackwell in London, where it can print books from a digital library of some 500,000 titles. One of the largest benefits is to be able to quickly reprint titles which are out of print or not in stock.  The retail price is however expected to be quite high (some £0.10 per page), and thus it is not clear how popular this new service will be among clients.
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